132                LIFE OF JOHNSON
The Johnson said, "Why, Sir, he is a man of good
Western parts, but being originally poor, he has got a Jove
Islands of Of mean  company and low   jocularity;   a  very
Scotland ^ ^n^ g;r>    >po ]al,gn js good, and to  talk
is good.     But you ought  no   more to think it
enough if you laugh, than  you are to  think  it
enough if you talk.    You may laugh in as many
ways as you talk; and surely every way of talking
that ia practised cannot be esteemed."
I spoke of Sir James Macdonald as a young man of most distinguished merit, who united the highest reputation at Eton and Oxford, with the
Patriarchal spirit of a great Highland Chieftain, mentioned that Sir James had said to me, that he had never seen Mr. Johnson, but he had a great respect for him, though at the same time it was mixed with some degree of terrour. JOHNSON. " Sir, if he were to be acquainted with me,, it might lessen both."
The, mention of this gentleman led us to talk of the Western Islands of Scotland, to visit which he expressed a wish that then appeared to me a very romantick fancy, which I little thought would be afterwards realised. He told me, that his father had put Martin's account of those islands into his hands when he was very young, and that he was highly pleased with it 5 that he was particularly struck with the St. Kilda man's notion that the high church of Glasgow had been hollowed out of a rock; a circumstance to which old Mr. Johnson had directed his attention'. He said, he would go to the Hebrides with me, when I returned from my travels, unless some very good companion should offer when I was